
 

October Newsletter 2025 
Welcome to the October Edition of our Newsletter!   

Welcome to the second newsletter of this academic year.  

It has been a wonderful start to the Autumn term, with children already taking part in sporting 

events, music lessons and clubs. The energy, enthusiasm and smiles across school have been 

fantastic to see. 

The next few weeks promise to be just as busy and exciting, and we look forward to sharing lots 

more news and celebrations with you. 

Harvest Festival 

Thank you to everyone who attended our church service—I’m sure you will agree, all of our 

children were amazing! For some, it was their very first time performing in church, but they rose 

to the occasion with confidence and joy. As part of our Harvest celebrations, we are continuing 



to collect non-perishable items for our local Foodbank. If you are able to donate, please bring 

contributions to the school hall. 

Attendance 

A polite reminder that the school gates open at 8:45am with registration at 8:55am. If you 

arrive after this time, please sign in at the office. Our first lesson (Maths) begins promptly at 

9:00am, so arriving on time helps children to settle and start the day calmly. 

With the cooler, wetter weather now upon us, please ensure your child brings a coat each day. 

We make the most of opportunities to be outdoors for learning, play and fresh air, whatever the 

season. 

Breakfast Club 

We are delighted with the enthusiastic response to our free Breakfast Club this term! As 

numbers grow, we kindly ask that children arrive promptly for 8:15am. This ensures staff have 

time to serve breakfast and children have time to eat before lessons begin. 

We also ask that children enjoy the food provided at the club, rather than bringing their own 

breakfast from home. 

Looking Ahead 

We already have many exciting events planned for the Autumn term—please see the diary 

dates below. We look forward to sharing more details with you soon. 

Mrs King 



News from FOSMS 

 

Halloween 

Our annual Halloween disco will be Wednesday 22nd October and this yea rwe are really 

excited to announce DJ Gerry will be on the decks. Fancy dress is optional but please no clowns. 

 

A few extras for this year, to help with costume costs and sustainability we are setting up a re-

spook sale. Please bring any costume donations in by Friday 10th of October ready for our sale 

after school Wednesday 15th October. 

Also new for this year our Pumpkin Carving Competition, £1 to enter. Bring your entry into 

school morning drop off on Wednesday 22nd October. Judging will take place during the day 

and the winner will be announced at the disco. 

 

Christmas Cards & Gifts 



This year we have a much larger range of gifts. Currently the children are creating their designs 

and we will soon be sending home details about how you can place your orders. 

Panto 

We have already booked our annual panto trip to the Hall For Cornwall to see Aladdin, for 

reception and older on Tuesday 16th December.  

Father Christmas 

We will confirm the details soon for the Nursery children to see Father Christmas. 

Wreath Making 

This will take place towards the end of November with full details to follow soon. 

Other News 

Pre-Love Uniform Shop has a new home and will be back open from Wednesday 15th October. 

If you need anything before please see Vicky in the office or Sarah Hodson who will be more 

than willing to help. 

Annual General Meeting for FOSMS 

This will take place during our monthly meeting on Monday 20th October at 18:30 in The Dog 

House. 

Keep upto date with all things FOSMS related by joinging our Facebook group adn keep an eye 

on the blackboard near school reception for the latest information. 

Diary Dates 

October 

10th: Halloween costume donations 

15th: Respook sale after school 

15th: Pre-loved school uniform shop opens 

20th: Monthly meeting & AGM 18:30 

22nd: Pumpkin Carving Competition 

22nd: Halloween Disco 

TBC: Christmas cards available to order. 

November 



TBC Wreath Making 

December 

TBC Father Christmas visit 

16th: Panto Hall For Cornwall 

 

Reading For Pleasure 

 

FOSMS Book Exchange – Reading for Pleasure 

At our school, we believe that reading should be a fun and exciting adventure! We’re thrilled to 

see so many children and families already enjoying the FOSMS Book Exchange. 

It’s the perfect place for children to discover new books, share the ones they’ve loved, and dive 

into the wonderful world of reading for pleasure. All families are welcome to take part! 

Here’s how it works: 



Borrow a Book: Come along, choose a book, and take it home to enjoy. Return it so others can 

enjoy it. 

Exchange a Book: Have a book at home you’ve finished with? Bring it in and swap it for 

something new! We welcome good quality children’s books in all genres to keep our shelves full 

and varied. 

Location: In the shed by the school entrance 

Opening Times: At the end of the school day. 

It’s a fantastic opportunity to discover new stories and grow a lifelong love of reading. So, bring 

a book, take a book, and let’s keep the reading excitement going. 

Happy reading!  

A big welcome from the Early Years team 

We are so proud of how well our Nursery and Reception children have settled into their new 

routines this term. It’s been lovely to see their confidence grow each day—coming into school 

with smiles, getting to know their teachers, and beginning to build new friendships with peers 

and older children. 

Classrooms have been full of energy and curiosity, with children busy exploring a wide range of 

activities—from sensory play and storytelling to building and role play. It’s wonderful to see 

them so engaged and learning through play, while also beginning to understand how to share, 

take turns, and be kind to one another. 

A big focus this term is on developing independence and gross motor skills. Our children have 

been learning to carry and access their own bags and belongings independently, using the toilet 

independently, dressing themselves (including coats and shoes) and moving successfully around 

our classroom and playground. These small but important steps help children feel more 

confident and capable, laying strong foundations for their learning and emotional development. 

Thank you for your continued support during this settling-in period. We’re excited for the term 

ahead and all the fun, friendships, and learning still to come! 

Family Dining Day - Back by popular demand! 

We are delighted to once again invite parents, carers, and family members to join us for a 

special family dining experience here at school. Come and enjoy a delicious lunch freshly 

prepared by our very own chefs, Paul and Lucy. This is a wonderful opportunity to experience 



some of the tasty meals our children enjoy each day, including dishes made with ingredients 

home-grown in our very own polytunnel.  

Save the Date!  

Wed 5th Nov – Robins  

Wed 12th Nov – Wagtails  

Wed 19th Nov – Starlings  

Wed 26th Nov – Kestrels & Barn Owls 

Music at St Merryn 

We are delighted to share that our school has received additional funding from the Universal 

Music Sound Foundation. This generous support has enabled us to purchase a brand-new digital 

piano, which will be a fantastic resource for both teaching and performance. 

Children will now have the opportunity to learn and practise on a high-quality instrument, 

helping to develop their musical skills and confidence. The piano will also be used during 

assemblies, concerts, and special events, enriching the musical life of our school and ensuring 

that music continues to play an inspiring role in our community. 

Mrs Muller 

Sporting Headlines 

 

1 - The  



The year has got off to a fantastic start with some amazing passion being shown accross all year 

groups. We have seen some brilliant football skills and heard about some great results from 

outside of school. There has been some great basketball being played too with kindness being 

shown from all ages. 

Gifted and Talented 

We were incredibly proud of Ivy, Martha, Fred and Milo who represented St Merryn School at 

the Gifted and Talented Competition. They took part in a variety of challenging events that 

enabled them to showcase their fantastic sporting ability. They were a true credit to the school, 

and we wish them all the best in future competitions.(insert above photo)  

Upcoming Events 

We have lots of sporting events coming up with lots of fantastic opportunities for our children.....  

8.10.25 - Yr 4/5/6 Girls Football Festival 

20.10.25 - Yr 5/6 Gifted and Talented Academy 

17.11.25 - KS2 Cross Country 

1.12.25 - KS1 Multi Skills Festival 

We are always so incredibly proud of our children's sporting achievements, both in and out of 

school, and are looking forward to a great term ahead!  

Mrs Lewis 

PE Lead  

St Merryn School Council 

Welcoming Our New School Councillors 

This week, we were delighted to welcome our newly elected School Councillors during our 

celebration assembly. It was a proud moment as each councillor was introduced to the school 

community and received their official badge.  

The School Council plays an important role in giving pupils a voice and helping to shape the life 

of our school. From sharing ideas about how we can make our school even better, to supporting 

events, and working on projects that benefit everyone, our councillors will represent their 

classmates with dedication and responsibility. 



We know our councillors will bring fresh ideas, thoughtful perspectives, and a positive energy to 

their new role.  We congratulate all of our new School Councillors and look forward to working 

together to continue making our school a place where every voice is valued. 

Mrs Muller 



E-Safety October Updates 



 



How to manage in-game spending for you and your children. 

A fantastic guide has been created by the wonderful people at www.internetmatter.org1 this 

week regarding what children spend when playing games. I found it very informative. The guide 

can be found here - https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/by-activity/online-money-

management-guide/in-game-spending/ 

 

 
1https://www.internetmatter.org 



 



 



 



St Merryn Gardening Society 

 

We have been very busy with gardening this year, particularly in Robins class with lots to 

celebrate and plenty to look forward to.  

Over the summer, the garden flourished, and we managed to harvest a bumper crop of  fresh 

cucumbers.  

Our gardening club was very pleased to taste the last cucumbers before the plants were 

composted for the winter. It was rewarding for everyone to see the results of their hard work 

and care. 

This term, the children have been busy preparing the beds for the new season. Together, we 

have been weeding and caring for the  planted squash, cabbages, potatoes, and leeks, which we 

are hoping will be ready to harvest in time for Christmas dinner.  

The anticipation of enjoying vegetables that we have grown ourselves makes this project even 

more exciting.We are looking to put some new shrubs and bulbs in our planters by the front 

gate this term to ready ourselves for Winter and the following spring.  



If you do happen to have any shrubs/plants that you are pulling out, please do let Mrs Worrall 

or Mrs Muller know.  

 

 



 

Attendance at St Merryn School 

Every School Day Counts  

We all want the best for our children, and one simple way to support their learning and 

wellbeing is through regular attendance. Research shows that pupils who attend school more 

than 95% of the time tend to achieve significantly better outcomes in both primary and 

secondary school—even missing just a few extra days can make a difference.  

By establishing consistent routines, keeping open communication with our school, and seeking 

support early if needed, we can help our children thrive. Together, we can give every child the 

best possible start in life through strong, regular attendance  

Below is a useful reminder of current legislation regarding penalty notices for unauthorised 

absence from school.   

A National Framework for Penalty Notices for school absence, including unauthorised holiday 

absence, has been introduced following changes to the law. These Government regulations 

came into effect from 19 August 2024 and now affect when penalty notices are issued in 

Cornwall.    



What are the changes?  

1. There is now a new national threshold of 10 unauthorised sessions for any reason 

(equivalent to 5 school days) within a rolling 10 school week period, at which point a 

penalty notice must be considered.  

1. You can no longer take your child out of school for one week’s holiday without the 

consideration of a penalty notice being issued.  

1. The penalty fine is now £80 if paid within 21 days. If the fine is not paid within the first 

21 days, it rises to £160 if paid within 28 days of being issued.  

1. If a second penalty fine is issued to the same parent for the same child within a 3-year 

rolling period, the fine automatically rises to £160 with no option to pay the lower rate 

of £80.  

1. If a parent commits a third offence in a 3-year rolling period, the local authority must 

consider other enforcement options available to them. This may include prosecution.  

Please see the FAQs below for more information about how the new rules affect you.  

FAQs  

Who can be issued with a penalty notice?  

Each parent can receive a fine for each child who has unauthorised absence from school.  

In education law, anyone who lives with a child and has day-to-day care of the child is 

considered a parent, whether they are the biological parent or not. This includes step-parents 

and partners.  

Do the rules only apply to holidays during term time?  

No. They apply to all unauthorised absence from school, including holidays. Unauthorised 

absence also includes other absence that has not been agreed, such as truancy, arriving late 

after the register has closed, and failing to provide reasons for absence.  

How do I request leave for my child during term time?  

You must submit an Exceptional Circumstances / Absence Request form before the proposed 

absence (see your school’s policy for the required notice period). The Head Teacher decides 

whether there are exceptional circumstances that allow them to grant the time off. Do not 

assume the absence is granted until you receive written confirmation from the school.  

Do the 10 sessions of unauthorised absence have to be taken all at the same time before a 

penalty fine is issued?  



No. A penalty fine can be issued for any combination of unauthorised absences over a 10-week 

rolling period. They may be consecutive or non-consecutive and may span across two terms 

(including between academic years).  

What happens if I am issued with a penalty fine and I don’t pay it?  

Unauthorised absence from school is an offence under S444 of the Education Act 1996. A 

penalty fine gives you the opportunity to settle out of court. If you do not pay, you can be 

prosecuted for failing to ensure your child’s regular attendance.  

What should I do if I am worried about my child’s attendance?  

You should contact your child’s school (Mrs King) and ask for advice on how they can support 

you to improve the situation. 
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School Uniform 

Below is a brief reminder of our school uniform expectations. Please can you support your child 

by ensuring they are in the correct uniform every day.  

Our policy is based on the notion that a school uniform:  

• promotes a sense of pride in the school  

• engenders a feeling of community and belonging  

• is practical and smart  

• identifies the children with the school  

• is not distracting in class  

• makes children feel equal to their peers in terms of appearance  

• is regarded as suitable, and good value for money, by most parents  

• has been designed with health and safety in mind  

 School Uniform:  

• Red school jumper, a red cardigan or red school fleece (available from the school office)  

• White polo shirt  

• Suitable outdoor coat or anorak  

• During the summer months, please ensure your child attends school with a suitable 

summer hat. It is recommended, to avoid sunstroke, that they wear one with a back 

neck cover.  

• Jewellery and visible body piercing are not permitted in school for reasons of loss, 

damage and safety. One pair of earrings, which are small studs and a wristwatch, may be 

worn.  

• We ask that all hair that can be, is appropriately tied back and natural looking (no 

extreme colours or styles). We ask that novelty hair accessories are kept for non-school 

uniform days and all headbands are flat and in the school colours (black, red or white 

please).  

• No make up is allowed in school.  

• No skinny trousers or black jeans may be worn  



• Footwear - Black sensible functional shoes - No flashing lights. All black shoes/boots or 

all black trainers with black laces and soles (toes must be covered for health and safety 

reasons)  

• Socks/tights must be plain and black, grey or white in colour (red tights are also 

permissible)  

• Black or grey trousers/culottes/skirts/dresses/shorts (just above the knee)  

• Red/white summer dresses (just above the knee)  

All children may wear their school PE kit on for the whole day when they have a PE lesson or an 

after school PE club.  

• The school black PE shirt (available from the school office) or a plain white t-shirt  

• A pair of black shorts and, during the winter months all black trousers/tracksuit bottoms 

can be worn  

• A pair of trainers (not plimsolls)  

Pre-loved quality uniform is available to parents via the office and every Friday via our FOSMS 

pre-loved uniform shop.  



Do you have a child for a place in reception class of 2026? 

 



Or secondary school in 2026? 

 

If you have any Safeguarding Concerns, here are some important 

contacts for you to use. 

The Multi Agency Referral Unit2 (MARU) is a service in Cornwall that provides support and 

advice to families and professionals regarding the welfare and safety of children. MARU acts as 

a central point of contact for concerns about children and young people, helping to connect 

them with the most appropriate services. Key functions of MARU: 

• Referral and Assessment: MARU receives referrals about children who may be at risk 

and can initiate assessments to determine the appropriate level of support. 

 
2https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&cs=0&sca_esv=f76fe1cd3d1e0b31&q=Multi+Agency+Referral+Unit
&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjW0ZyO8bGOAxUOQEEAHT-
yJZUQxccNegQIAhAB&mstk=AUtExfDRQ7TOos5Nmc4xbQacZg2J4P0VR6BM3tX8Oq9Dlrz0YnVcpfvhQRPnGFhnq4e-
Mfus2prDxiDA74A4FcpG9XAOZXFb9ZA8YSHKIX3KZpT9am5Tdkmdo5LguL73mM0WpPc&csui=3 



• Multi-Agency Collaboration: MARU works with various agencies, including social 

services, health professionals, and educational institutions, to ensure a coordinated 

response. 

• Signposting and Advice: MARU provides information and guidance to families and 

professionals on how to access relevant support services, including Early Help services. 

• Early Help: MARU may refer families to the Early Help Hub3, which offers a range of 

support services to address identified needs and prevent escalation to more serious 

interventions.  

When to contact MARU: 

• Concerns about a child's safety or well-being: If you are worried about a child's safety 

or have concerns about their welfare, you can contact MARU. 

• Seeking advice about child protection: Professionals can contact MARU for advice on 

how to respond to specific situations or to discuss whether a referral to children's social 

care is necessary.  

Contact information: 

• Telephone: 0300 123 1116 

• Email: multiagencyreferralunit@cornwall.gov.uk according to Cornwall Council4 

• Location: Cornwall Council  

Important Note: If a child is in immediate danger, contact the police on 999.  

Inclusion at St Merryn 

At our school, we believe that every child is unique and deserves to feel included, supported, 

and celebrated for who they are. 

If at any point you’d like to chat about your child’s learning or any extra support you feel they 

might need, please feel free to arrange a meeting with Mrs Golay. 

 
3https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&cs=0&sca_esv=f76fe1cd3d1e0b31&q=Early+Help+Hub&sa=X&ved=
2ahUKEwjW0ZyO8bGOAxUOQEEAHT-
yJZUQxccNegQIGBAB&mstk=AUtExfDRQ7TOos5Nmc4xbQacZg2J4P0VR6BM3tX8Oq9Dlrz0YnVcpfvhQRPnGFhnq4e-
Mfus2prDxiDA74A4FcpG9XAOZXFb9ZA8YSHKIX3KZpT9am5Tdkmdo5LguL73mM0WpPc&csui=3 
4https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/childrens-services/child-protection-and-safeguarding/ 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 

Dates for the Diary 

 

October 

Wed 8th – KS2 Girls Football Festival 

Mon 20th – FOSMS AGM 6:30 pm (venue to be confirmed) 

Wed 22nd – FOSMS Halloween Disco 5:30-6:30 

Thurs 23rd – Year 6 Exploding Words Festival 

HALFTERM Monday 27th-Friday 31st 

November 

Mon 3rd - Inset Day (school closed) 

Tues 4th – Children return to school 

Wed 5th – Family Dining (Robins) 



Wk beg 10th – Anti-Bullying week 

Mon 10th – Parent Consultations 

Tues 11th – Parent Consultations 

Wed 12th – Parent Consultations 

Wed 12th - Family Dining (Wagtails) 

Wed 19th - Family Dining (Starlings) 

Wed 26th – Family Dining (Kestrels & Barn Owls) 

December 

Mon 1st – Nursery/Reception/Year 1/Year 2 Afternoon Christmas Performance 

Tues 2nd - Nursery/Reception/Year 1/Year 2 Evening Christmas Performance 

Wed 3rd - Nursery/Reception/Year 1/Year 2 Evening Christmas Performance 

Fri 5th – Padstow Lantern Parade (All welcome) 

Tues 9th – KS2 Christmas Performance 

Wed 10th – KS2 Christmas Performance 

Thurs 11th – KS2 Christmas Performance 

Tues 16th – Panto trip to the Hall for Cornwall (Reception – Year 6) Nursery will have a separate 

‘Christmas experience’ 

Wed 17th – Christmas Lunch Day 

Thurs 18th – Christmas Party Day 

Fri 19th – Christmas Church Service 

Fri 19th – Last Day of term 



 

2 - Term Dates 2025-2026 


