December Newsletter 2024

Welcome to the December edition of our Newsletter. We have had a very festive few weeks

here at school as the children in KS2 continue to rehearse for their Christmas Performances next
week. This week has seen two amazing performances by Nursery, Robins and Wagtails. We are
so proud of every child! We know this is a 'big deal' for many children and we thank all parents
for the hard work that we know goes on behind the scenes at home!

I'd also like to take this opportunity to thank our parents who have helped out behind the
scenes...a HUGE thank you to Maria Bavin (costumes),Benji Eldridge (set design) and Ali
Richards (technical support).

Our school is also looking festive with our beautiful Christmas tree taking centre stage,
decorated by our children. A big Thank you to Cedar Croft Nursery for kindly donating the tree
this year.

Our amazing FOSMS team continue to provide amazing fund raising events which benefit all of
our children. Our wreath making workshop was a huge success...a massive thank you to Ella
Bennison for leading the workshop!! During the last week of term, all of our children will benefit



from a trip to The Hall for Cornwall to see the pantomime...thank you to everyone for
supporting the events over the year to make this possible.

Additional Christmas Date:

We will be supporting the charity Save the Children on Friday 13th December through taking
part in Christmas Jumper Day. We ask kindly for a donation of £1:00.

Staffing News

As most families will now be aware, Mrs Hicks, after over 37 years of service, will be retiring at
Christmas. Mrs Hicks has made such a difference to our children and our community over the
years and we wish her all the best as she begins the next chapter in her life. She will be truly
missed by all of the school community and of course, will leave 'big shoes to fill'. We are
currently in the process of finalising staffing arrangements for January and will of course let you
know as soon as possible.

Uniform Reminders

A little reminder as we approach the time of year when some school uniform items may need to
be replaced ready for the new year. It is important that all children are in the correct uniform
each day as set out in our policy. This is attached at the bottom of this newsletter for your
information. Please ensure leggings are only worn on PE days as part of your child's sports wear.
We do have a uniform shop which allows us to reuse good quality items for a very small cost.
Please see Vicky or a member of the FOSMS team for more information.

We have lots of exciting plans for the New Year...watch this space for details!

Mrs King

Vacancy - Teaching Assistant
We are seeking a Teaching Assistant to join our skilled TA team.

Experience of working in a primary school classroom is desirable and the ideal candidate for this
role will have good communication skills and a real enthusiasm and enjoyment of working with
children to support them to be their very best. Experience of working with children with SEND
would be an advantage.

This is a fixed term, variable hours contract until July 2025 with initial hours of 20 hours per
week, term time only.

The successful candidate will be:



e A caring and warm individual who is able to work effectively as part of a team
e Committed to their own professional development and continual self-review
e Committed to the safeguarding and wellbeing of all children

e Able to build a strong rapport with children and have a developing understanding of the
national curriculum

e An excellent classroom support with behaviour management skills
e Able to lead learning with individuals or groups of pupils

If you would like any further information, please phone the school office on 01841 520683

The OId Cricket Pavilion
Treninnick Hill
Newgquay

TR7 2)U

www.kernowlearning.co.vk
Chief Executive Officer: Clare Crowle

Teaching Assistant
St Merryn School
Contract type: Fixed term contract until July 2025
Available hours: Variable hours contract with initial hours of 20 hpw

Salary: Grade C £12.17 p/hour
Start date: As soon as possible
Closing date: Wednesday 8" January
Interview date: Monday 13* January

How to apply: Apply online at www.kernowlearning.co.uk/vacancies

We are seeking a Teaching Assistant to join our skilled TA team. Experience of working in a primary school
classroom s desirable and the ideal candidate for this role will have good communication skills and a real
enthusiasm and enjoyment of working with children to support them to be their very best. Experience of working
with children with SEND would be an advantage.

This is a fixed term, variable hours contract until July 2025 with initial hours of 20 hours per week, term time
only.

The successful candidate will be:

A caring and warm individual who is.able. to work effectively as part of a team

Committed to their own profe nal devel and continual self-revie

Committed to the safeguarding and wellbeing of all children

Able to build a strong rapport with children and have a developing understanding of the national curriculum
An excellent classroom support with behaviour management skills

Able to lead learning with individuals or groups of pupils
Our school is a primary school and nursery for children aged between 3 and 1.

We consider ourselves to be very fortunate because of the fantastic relationships that exist between our school,
our children’s families and with the wider village community. It is these solid partnerships that enable us to live
up to our school motto of ‘Bright Futures build on Firm Foundations'.

Qur school is a special place; a community focused school where every child is nurtured and valued as an
individual. Our Trust's Core Shared Values of ‘Strength, Wisdom and Courage’ and our Trust Philosophy, ‘work
hard, be honest & help other” reflect our learning community’s ambition and attitude. By being true to these
values and philosophy, our pupils are enabled to fulfil their potential and encourages confidence and creativity
to prepare them for their next phase of education and life beyond.

disability



Kernow Learning is a multi-academy trust of 21 primary schools in Cornwall. We believe that our trust is at the
precipice of something great; through a mix of collective synchronicity and autonomy, our schools are working
together to provide strength so that they can stretch their offer beycn expectamns in lhewr drive for excellence.
Our trust is not insular; we embrace coll Our English Hub supports
schools across Cornwall to secure children’s early reading, wh\lsl our Teaching School Hub, os a partner in
OneCornwall, provides services to schools across Cornwall and the lsles of Scilly in relation to areas such as the

Early Career Fra and National P

As well as offering great schools to work in, wonderful children to work with, and fantastic colleagues to work
alongside, our Trust is committed to providing colleagues with other benefits that make your employment with
Kernow Learning the best it can be. We offer:

.

A competitive salary and membership of Lacal Government Pension Scheme:
A real commitment to wellbeing, including access to 24/7 wellbeing services and employes assistance
BRAFANME;

.

Access to discounts with national and local retailers and service providers;

A range of CPD and training opportunities, both internally ond externally, learning from local and national
speakers and specialists to support your professional

The support and skills of our networks of colleagues both within our schools and our Shared Services
teams.

If you would like the opportunity to contribute to the success of our trust, then we would love to hear from you.
You can apply for this position online by visiting www.kernowlearning.co.uk/vacanci

Kernow Learning is committed to safeguarding the welfare of children and follows the Safer Recruitment process.
The successful candidate will be expected to share this commitment and will be required to undertake checks
including an enhanced disclosure through the DBS process, as well as prohibition, $128, and Social Media/online
presence checks.

We are an equal opportunities employer and welcome applications from all.

Unfortunately, Kernow Learning is not a sponsoring for overseas This means that the
successful candidate will need to possess the right m work in the UK or be able to secure the right to work in the
UK independently.

For further information, or for support with the application process, please contact our HR Team on 01637 303106
or email he@kern: k.

Apply now at www.kernowlearning.co.uk/vacancies.

5t Merryn School
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Sporting News

Wadebridge KS2 cross country race

We have had a fantastic start to the cross country season for our KS2 pupils. 253 children from 9
different schools took part, with our Year 3 pupils taking on the longer course for the first time.



We are absolutely thrilled to announced that in the Year 3 and 4 race, Albi, Sandy and River took
first, second and third place out of 123 boys and girls. lvy came 10th place (1st girl), Martha
15th (3rd girl) and Noah Burton 17th. Huge congratulations also to Indi (30th), Harley (31st)
Matilda (73rd) and Olivia (75th), we are incredibly proud of you all.

In the Year 5 race, Beau came 37th and Sienna took 16th place in the Year 6 race - amazing
achievements against some strong competitors!

A huge thank you to our wonderful and supportive parents and well done to all our runners.

Please note the Benchball event due to take place on Monday 9th December has been
cancelled.

Mrs Cooper




Talents outside of school...

Not only do we see our children's amazing talents in school, we also love hearing about their
achievements outside of school!

Last month, lvy and Indi competed in a gymnastic competition...we love hearing about their
achievements and our incredibly proud of them!



Below is a touching photo of Coco and her sister as they laid a wreath on behalf of the Sailing
Club at the Remembrance Service. Coco was proud to wear her great grandfather's medals for
the occasion.







FOSMS News

FRIENDS OF ST MERRYN SCHOOL

WHAT’S ON

CHRISTMAS

WEEK

Ho o !

Monday to Wednesday
Daily after school
Guessing games

Tuesday
Panto trip, Jack & The Beanstalk

Thursday
End of term celebration

Christmas wake & shake
‘ More games, tuck shop, bar
Friday

) \ Round up the reindeers
Raffle drawn at the church
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’ 16th December

Daily After School

Monday to Wednesday - Thursday

Guess: : More games added:
The Name Of The EIf : Sprout Roulette

Where Santa Dropped The Presents : Candy Cane Lucky Dip
How Many Reindeer Poo In The Jar @ Jingle Bell Pong

Games 50p

Thursday

Celebrate End Of Term With:
Christmas Wake & Shake
Tuck Shop
Reindeer Food
Hot Chocolate
Bailey's Hot Chocolate
Mulled Wine

Ho ho ho!

FOSMS News

What a fabulous year we have had fundraising for playground equipment, pantomime,
polytunnel, and sports equipment to name but a few!

Thank you everyone who supported the Wreath Making Night...what a lovely evening. Thank
you so much Ella Bennison for giving your expertise and time, there were some beautiful
wreaths made on the evening.

We are looking forward to taking the children to Jack and the Beanstalk at the Hall for Cornwall
on Tuesday the 17th December.

We have a fun Christmas week planned for the last week of term with lots of festive fun at the
end of each day. This is our last fundraising of 2024! Have the best Christmas, thank you for
your continued support, we couldn’t do it without you!

Cash For Kids

This year, we are really pleased to be working alongside Cash for Kids. We hope to support this
charity over the festive season whilst raising funds for our school.



The FOSMS Team

cashforkids
Working with us

The perfect partnership

Who we are

Cash for Kids is Bauer Media's charity. We're
dedicated to improving the lives of disadvantaged

children and young people across the UK from the SaVanta:
moment they’re born up to and including the age
of 18.

We're the UK's 4th most loved Children’s
Charity according to Savanta.”

Our mission is to be there when they need us the
most, helping combat poverty, illness and neglect,
making living with additional needs that little bit
easier, or simply offering a helping hand. We Governance
believe that every child deserves the opportunity
to thrive and be their true selves. G| oy o

We guarantee that a minimum of 80p in every
pound donated is granted out.

A

cashforkids



Early Years Updates

Robins class have had a great term learning about different celebrations. We have learnt about
Diwali, Fireworks night and are full swing performing our Nativity. As we explored the Christian
celebration of Christmas, we took a trip to St Merryn Church to help decorate the Christmas
tree. We noticed all the decorations that the church wardens have used to decorate. We also
noticed that the Nativity story was part of the stained glass on the altar. As part of our day
celebrating different celebrations and our learning linked to the book 'The Tiger who came to
tea', we had an afternoon tea party with a very special guest! We hope you like the photos...






Nursery




-




What a fabulous term nursery are having! We have been learning all about Seasons and
Celebrations and now with Christmas nearly here, we are in full Christmas mode. The children
loved making the decorations for the village tree. Decorating it was fun too! Thank you to Paul
Mason for helping us reach the top, Miss Clayton enjoyed going up in the Cherry Picker!

We are very excited for our Santa visit at Higher Harlyn Park, Winter Weekend. Thank you to
FOSMS for funding our Santa trip.

Next term our theme will be 'Animals' Teaching children to care for animals gives them the
ability to nurture, be compassionate and empathetic from an early age. They observe the needs
and emotions of animals, children naturally learn to put themselves in others' shoes,
understanding the importance of kindness and caring.

Have a great Christmas

Nursery team
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This term our reading scrapbooks have been going home and coming back with some incredible
book reviews. They are a fantastic way for children to share their favourite book. Over the
course of the year each child will have the opportunity to bring home the class reading
scrapbook and complete two pages all about their favourite book. They then share this with
their whole class in a reading assembly, it’s a great way to start conversations about books, find
new books to read and encourages oracy as the children need to talk about and recommend
books.



Here are just a few pages from some of the reading scrapbooks...

Miss East




Safeguarding - Online Safety

Internet

matters.org

These articles give advice tailored for the specific age of your child or children all about online
safety. They share the most up to date information regarding online safety, give useful guidance
and share videos to help with understanding of online concepts.

Pre-school (0-5) online safety tips and advice | Internet Matters?
Online safety advice for 6-10 year olds | Internet Matters?
Preteens (11-13-year-olds) online safety advice | Internet Matters3

For further information about how your child can continue to stay safe online, please visit Keep
Children Safe Online: Information, Advice, Support - Internet Matters*

Miss Redman

thttps://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.internetmatters.org%2Fadvice%2F0-
5%2F&data=05]02 | kking%40kernowlearning.co.uk|085150e6c58c4a8e34c508dd0ee52f0b |4069dd172ddad44348f
72fc516948a319]0]0]638683099675157727 |Unknown | TWFpbGZsb3d8ey)FbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUslIYiQilwLjAu
MDAwMCIsIIAiQiJXaW4zMilslkFOljoiTWFpbClslldUljoyfQ%3D%3D | 0] | | &sdata=JiLK88bQfPs385QKPLg3KE5PBB%2
B9ZHuS94ji8UxGRY%3D&reserved=0
2https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.internetmatters.org%2Fadvice%2F6-
10%2F&data=05 |02 | kking%40kernowlearning.co.uk|085150e6c58c4a8e34c508dd0ee52f0b|4069dd172ddad4348
f72fc516948a319|0]0|638683099675203307 |[Unknown | TWFpbGZsb3d8ey)FbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIIYiOilwLjA
uMDAwWMCIsIIAIQiJXaW4zMilsIkFOljoiTWFpbClslldUljoyfQ%3D%3D 0] | | &sdata=sANIiPfFyP%2Fq0CsUhKs71PVCA4L
%2FqgRBuUY%2BwBIgnRS55%3D&reserved=0
3https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.internetmatters.org%2Fadvice%2F11-
13%2F&data=05 |02 | kking%40kernowlearning.co.uk | 085150e6c58c4a8e34c508dd0ee52f0b [4069dd172ddad4348
f72fc516948a319]0]0]638683099675238831 | Unknown | TWFpbGZsb3d8ey)FbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUslIYiOilwLjA
uMDAWMCIsIIAiQiJXaW4zMilsIkFOljoiTWFpbClslldUljoyfQ%3D%3D | 0] | | &sdata=6w%2FqlcntRAp%2FoEsulbidooF
MJuhi50v%2FFhsTD%2FYEKH4%3D&reserved=0
4https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.internetmatters.org%2F&data=05 |02
| kking%40kernowlearning.co.uk|085150e6c58c4a8e34c508dd0ee52f0b |4069dd172ddad44348f72fc516948a319|0
|0]1638683099675264672|Unknown | TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIIYiOilwLjAuMDAwWMCIsIIAIQiJX
aW4zMilslkFOljoiTWFpbClslldUljoyfQ%3D%3D| 0] | | &sdata=Zi5WKUp2d1vFyZwXH%2BfjJlgSIoRvzKSjrqahZjwEFLOU%
3D&reserved=0




School Uniform

Below is a brief reminder of our school uniform expectations. Please can you support your child

by ensuring they are in the correct uniform everyday.

Our policy is based on the notion that a school uniform:

e promotes a sense of pride in the school

¢ engenders a feeling of community and belonging;

e is practical and smart

identifies the children with the school

is not distracting in class

makes children feel equal to their peers in terms of appearance

is regarded as suitable, and good value for money, by most parents

has been designed with health and safety in mind

School Uniform:

Red school jumper, a red cardigan or red school fleece (available from the school office)
White polo shirt
Suitable outdoor coat or anorak

During the summer months, please ensure your child attends school with a suitable
summer hat. It is recommended, to avoid sunstroke, that they wear one with a back
neck cover.

Jewellery and visible body piercing are not permitted in school for reasons of loss,
damage and safety. One pair of earrings, which are small studs and a wristwatch, may be
worn.

We ask that all hair that can be, is appropriately tied back and natural looking (no
extreme colours or styles). We ask that novelty hair accessories are kept for non-school
uniform days and all headbands are flat and in the school colours (black, red or white
please).

No make up is allowed in school.

No skinny trousers or black jeans may be worn (including leggings)



Footwear - Black sensible functional shoes - No flashing lights. All black shoes/boots or
all black trainers with black laces and soles (toes must be covered for health and safety
reasons)

Socks/tights must be plain and black, grey or white in colour (red tights are also
permissible)

Black or grey trousers/culottes/skirts/dresses/shorts (just above the knee)

Red/white summer dresses (just above the knee)

All children may wear their school PE kit on for the whole day when they have a PE lesson or
an after school PE club.

¢ The school black PE shirt (available from the school office) or a plain white t-shirt

e A pair of black shorts and, during the winter months all black trousers/tracksuit bottoms can

be worn

. ® A pair of trainers (not plimsolls)

Pre-loved quality uniform is available to parents via the office and every Friday via our FOSMS

pre-loved uniform shop.



Mental Health Support Team
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please join us at our \9)
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Worry Workshop

'
Monday 13th January = 9:30am &2pm -

Tuesday 14th January = 1lam & 4pm
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\Wednesday & 4pm

Thursday 16th January - 11am

t i
i 0€s my chj ;
inclug i ld worryon
helpr: Practical straze il
Ping Ch"dren T gies for
Worrj,

Nage thejr
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eEwtEF or scan the QR code .«

This workshop is open to parents/carers of
primary aged childreri enrol(ed i Reception
%i@rff@yﬁaﬁiﬂ in Cornwall
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Monday 20th January - 9.30am & 4pm .
Tuesday 21st January - 11am & 2pm
Wednesday 22nd January - 11.30am & ‘ ®
4pm
Thursday 23rd January - 9.30am &1.30pm ®

To book a place please complete
the online form HERE
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Parents and Carers -
please join us at our
1hr online
Behaviour Workshop

®
Monday 27th January - 9.30am &2pm
Tuesday 28th January - 11.30 am & 42: P
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To book a place please complete
the online form HERE

https://forms.office.com/e/1Pw
GDXSQ40 or scan the QR code

This workshop is open to parents/carers of
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Parents and Carers -
please join us at our
1hr online
Sleep Workshop

Monday 3rd February - 11am & 4pm
Tuesday 4th February - 9.30am & 2pm
Wednesday 5th February - 9.30am &
1.30pm
Thursday 6th February - 1lam &
1.30pm

To book a place please complete
the online form HERE

https://forms.office.com/e/7ac7q [CIy 5
HLPhc or scan the QR code :




Activities taking place across Cornwall...

Activities are taking place across Cornwall
during the school Christmas holidays

o Multi sports, dancing, forest schools, reindeer
feeding, horse riding and Lots more!

o For children aged 5 to 16.

o A hot, healthy meal available for all children.

o Funded places for children eligible for benefits-

related free school meals.

For more information:

W: www.activecornwall.org/T2ZMHolidayProgramme/
E: TimeZMove.HolidayProgramme@cornwall.gov.uk
T: 01872 324287

FIND AN ACTIVITY NEAR YOU!




eve will be activities, trips and

ences available for families to access

together.
You will be able to access sites such as The Eden Project,

Heligan, Rogue Theatre and many more!

Scan here to find out more

‘ / information on our website

and see what is available.

For more information:

A= 2

W: www.activecornwall.org/T2ZMHolidayProgramme/ _““% s
E: TimeZMove.HolidayProgramme@cornwall.gov.uk &2\'
-

T: 01872 87
activey
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Dot CORNWALL




e TimeZMove Holiday Programme, in

ship with pool providers in Cornwall, is
offering fully funded swimming sessions.

This is for children eligible for benefits related free school

meals along with their parent/guardian and siblings!

Scan heve for more
information and to
find out which centres

are included!

For more information:

W: www.activecornwall.org/T2ZMHolidayProgramme/
E: TimeZMove.HolidayProgramme@cornwall.gov.uk
T: 01872 324287

. o r
active (L e




Additional Information

Education & Skills
Funding Agency

':\splre _ ncfe.

Education

Available ,f &

. 6 Week

in Levels '3 Coures

1,2&3 ¢ Mon - Fri

op| . Balt Daily sessions
ease go to our website 2 " o

o S Ty Ist session 9:30 - T1:30am

information. 2nd session 12:30 - 2pm

Available In the following levels:

CACHE Level 1 Award in Preparing mwnrkmSchools

CCACHE Level 1 Certificate in wgllbefln;
Level 1 Occupational Studies for the Workplace

The Clothes Horse has lots of Christmas jumpers available if families need them.

Come to the shop when we open on fridays 930am to 230pm OR send us a message we
can post a Christmas bundle to them.

T IR




Founder and Director

www.the-clotheshorse.com

07866615219

Dates for the Diary

December

Monday 9th - KS2 Dress Rehearsal (limited space for Parents who are unable to attend the

evening performance)

Tuesday 10th - KS2 Christmas Performance - 6:00pm



Wednesday 11th - KS2 Christmas Performance - 6:00pm

Thursday 12th - KS2 Christmas Performance - 6:00pm

Friday 13th - Christmas Jumper Day

Tuesday 17th - Whole School Trip to The Hall for Cornwall (Panto)
Wednesday 18th - Christmas Lunch

Thursday 19th - Christmas Class Parties

Friday 20th - Carol Service (2:15pm at the Church) Last Day of term
January

Monday 6th - Children return to school

. St Merryn
g School

School Terms and Holidays 2024/25
St Merryn School

September 2024 October 2024 November 2024
on 2> © 2 0 [He 7w om I wo [E v ®
Toe B o v 2 Te 1 8 5 2 Toe 5 1 m 2
Wed now. 2 Wed 2 e 6 u 20 27
The 5 2 19 2% The 3 7 u o2 2
Fi 6 1 20 2 B4 s 15 2 2
Sat 7 u 2 2 Sat 5 2 9 % 23
S 1 8 15 2 29 Son 6 3 0 7
December 2024 February 2025
Mon 2 9 % Mon 3 w0 2
Toe 3 0 v Tue 4 2
Wed 4 onow® Wed 5w 2
The 5 n 1w The 6 B 27
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Sat 7 u 2 2 Sat 4 18 15 2
S 1 8 15 2 29 S 5 2 9 6 2
March 2025 May 2025
Mon 3 0 7 24 3 |Me n B -
Toe 4 n . 2 Toe 1 . 6 B 20
Wed 5 2 19 2% Wed 2 7 w2z
e N
Fri 7 w2 2 B4 i 2 9 16 23
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June 2025 ‘August 2025
Mon 2 9 16 23 30 [Men
Toe 3 0 v o Tee 1
Wed 4 . 2 Wed 2
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Key: [Term dates summary:
Autumn Term1:  3rd September - 25th October 2024
-5""’"' fiohacy, Autumn Term 2:  4th November - 20th December 2024
s ooy Spring Term:  6th January - 14th February 2025
I:l.", m T Spring Term 2: 24th February - 4th April 2025
[ - Summer Term:  22nd April - 23rd May 2025
Summer Term 2: _ 2nd June - 23rd July 2025 TOTAL: 195
Bank and Public Holidays 2024/25
Christmas Day 25th December 2024 Easter Monday 21st April 2025
Boxing Day 26th December 2024 May Bank Holiday 5th May 2025
[New Years Day Ist January 2025 Spring Bank Holiday 26th May 2025
Good Friday 18th April 2025 Summer Bank Holiday 25th August 2025

1 - Term Dates 2024-2025



